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Puraflo®

Peat Fiber Biofilter

Puraflo Provides Cleaner Effluent 
for Lake George Homeowners

Situation
Lake George is a long, narrow lake draining northwards into Lake Champlain and

the St. Lawrence River drainage basin located at the southeast base of the

Adirondack Mountains in northern New York. The lake is home to 395 islands.

While the year-round population of Lake George is about 1,000, the population

from Memorial Day to Labor Day can be greater than 50,000.

Lake George is the primary water supply for the residents of the islands, as

well as the areas surrounding the lake.

Two of the four homes on a 100,000 square foot island had a defective wastewater

treatment system. The subsurface for these homes, and virtually all of the homes

on the islands, is typically 18 inches before you reach solid rock thus providing poor

retention for natural wastewater treatment before it enters the lake.

Solution
After meetings with the Lake George Water Association and code enforcement

officers, it was determined that a Puraflo peat fiber biofilter was the optimal

solution to the problem.

The alternative was installing large, above-ground tanks that would have required

pumping via a barge pump every three to four weeks the homes were occupied.

According to Bob Carpenter of Emmons Pump and Control, “Puraflo was the only

logical alternative for these homeowners. The peat biofilter is ideal for intermittent

use; the peat media has a projected lifespan of 15 years and is odor-free. Puraflo

is a far better, and more cost efficient alternative, than having a barge pump visit

your home every three to four weeks.”

A seven-module Puraflo system was installed 

with a duplex pump system for the 

three-bedroom and four-bedroom homes.
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Results
After installation, Emmons Pump received an order to install a three-module

system for a cliff-side home on the lakeshore.  Bob Carpenter is looking forward

to a lot of business at Lake George in the coming years as more and more

homeowners learn about the Puraflo peat biofilter and the quality of effluent

produced that eventually enters the lake.

Puraflo


